Flood Warning

For Mezzo-soprano and Piano

2019

Music and text by

Alexia Sloane



Duration: 6”00
Performance note*
*The piano part to ‘Flood Warning’ has many chords with more than ten notes. These chords are marked with

an arpeggio line and should be spread from the lowest note of the chord to the highest as quickly and as evenly

as possible and held by the sustain peddle as indicated.

Text:

twelve bells swell

like throats raw

with the hoarse stillness

of a winter morning.

they have been cast,

sly and swift

like fishing nets, catching
the whole sky's tolling

as it races its own embers

to tangle in their tight, bright

mesh cluttered

with silence. landing with the brittleness

of clouds, wombs of rain

nest, dark birds swollen

and silent
like an old church

bell; awakening

rivers, they strip armfuls of time

like nectar

away from flow’rs.



Flood Warning

Music and text by A. Sloane
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